[N (U

IV-304

W. AVERELL HARRIMAN L
13038 N STREET, NW. . - -
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20007

March 10, 1977
TO: Dr. Shulman

FROM: W. Averell Harriman

It seems to me that Cy will have to
clarify Brezhmev's interpretation of our
relations under detente on Human Rights,
as he described it to me in the attached .
extract from our June 1974 talk. After all
the Soviets have not hesitated to:continue
to criticize us whenever they wished in the
press and in speeches by Brezhnev,

3

I think Brezhnev's speeches and other
Soviet statements should be checked to
give Cy the quotations he needs to use if
necessary.
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DA 01X RNTEL USSR
Ceneral Secretary of C2SU Leonid Brezhnev
Assistant to General Secretary Andrey *
M. Alcksandrov
Interpreter Viktor Sukhodrev, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

USA

Fonorable W. Averell Harriman . .

Curtis W. Kamman, First Secretary,
American Embassy Moscow

TIME: 11:00 z.m. to 2:10 p.m., June 4, 1974

2LACE: Brezhnev's Office, The Kremlin

L. Srezhnev creeted Harriman and posed for pictures.
IPobab vt -5 o inq -ired about Brezhnev's recent health, and
ore..na&v Saia he had been suffering from buxsitis. After

<nese preliminaries, the talks moved to the table adjacent .

.. Zrez-rev said he knew Harriman--by the policy he had
csoouzed over the years. He remembered Harriman from the
c«ovs> of Pranklin D. Roosevelt, when Harriman had been
troassador. :

3. Zarriman recalled that his first visit to the Kremlin

was on September 7, 194l. But his first visit to the USSK

»1ad been in 1926. His long talks with Stalin had laid the
asis for Lend-lease. He asked where Brezhnev was at

nat time.

Brezhnev said he had already been on the front in
temper 1941. When the war broke out, he had been
;rs; SeC?eta y of the Dnepropetrovsk oblast party
cxmictee. e had immediately volunteered for the front.
nad remained in military service throughout the war,
&ing with the Victoxry Day parade in Moscow in May 1945.
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Ancolcarn Embassy Moscow
POL/EXT: CHKamman s mz
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. ©Harriman recalled that Stalin had given him the horse
¢ which Gen. Antonov rode to take the salute in the
v;cLo:y varade. Brezhnev said Antonov had once been his
chiel of staff on the southern front, then was promoted to"
Joscov. Zairriman recalled that Antonov had become Chief
¢ the Generzl £. Brezhnev confirmed this, saying

been a good officer and a cultu;ed man.

T e
L---n..-.u .‘.....\_C:‘.OV peted

Lotit M—: Day in ¢9£u- ;olotov was there too. Aleksandrov
intersected that this was during the period when the UN

.  Zarriman said he now wanted to talk about the future.
Ze congratulated Brezhnev on progress made in bringing
-Scviet relations back closer to those of World War II
He expressed his gratitude as an American for the
tion of Gromyko in Damascus in helping to reach a
on disengagement. Now the scene. would shift to
where the U.S. and USSR were Co-Chairmen. This
vossible to work together for peace in the
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Zarriman sald Brezhnev should be aware that he was

aling with a stable U.S. government. He would best be

zsed not to pay too much attention to U.S. domestic

colems. Although it seemed likely that the House would

e imoeacnmenb, the Senate was not likely to convict by ]

€ reGuired majority., Even if conviction were voted,

wever, the USSR would be dealing with Ford and Kissingex, H }//
i@ this meant for the next two years American policy would

& stable.
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Harriman thought the most likely candidates in 1976 would
Ford and Edward Kennedy. Of course, one couldn't be sure
is far in advance. In any event, there would be a new

resident. Harriman noted that Brezhnev knew Kennedy, knew
is policies. He confirmed that the Democratic Party firmly i
vored cooperation with the USSR, except possibly for one

SHiator whose name need not be mentioned. .
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reacted zrimatedly, saying indeed he did
~< %o hear that name. EKe disliked demagogues.

riman cortirued by expressing the hope that Brezhnev
2 role in undermining this man's influence,

event seemed to have diminished somewhat of

= assured Brezhnev that the man would not get the
momination. Brezhnev sald he was sorry he dién't care

Zor whiskev--otherwise, he would have some handy and

wou.a ixmediately propose ﬁhat both he and Harriman drink

. Py
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2. Tarriman cautioned that this man nevertheless has
nfluence and cannot be entirely disregarded. It was

o QO

sorzant to handle the situation in a way that would
Guce his influence. Harriman_thought a settlement in .zif—

viGdie East would go a long way toward that goal.

ition, Harriman made bold to suggest, one should not

wgry with him, nor do counterproductive things. -

> leksandrov chimed in to provide a Russian equivalent for
councerproductive--"reverse effect”). Brezhnev said he

*2& never mentioned the man's name in public--oniy in

private conversations. Aleksandrov observed that the .
Soviet press had shown great restraint toward him also.
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*3. Harriman made it clear that his advice applied not

‘ust to public remarks but policies. The USSR would do

weil to eliminate unnecessary controversy. It could,

for examole, keep up the flow of Jews to Israel and disposel//’

oi spectacular emigration cases generously. .
S S M - ——

14. Harriman said he was glad President Nixon would soon be ) 4

visiting the USSR. He hoped more progress could be

achieved along the lines of what had already been done.

Naturally, as the U.S. negotiator for President Kennedy in

~he oimited Test Ban agreement of 1963, Harriman was

especially interested in progress on agreements to limit

suclear weapons. The Limited Test Ban had been an opening

wedge. Harriman believed most Americans agreed with-him

that progress in this axea was very important. He asked
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Brezhnev to take advantage of the fact that in Kissinger i»44;~
the USSR could deal with a man of sharp mind and fertile / K
imagiration. Now was the right moment to seek essential
egu-vaience (explained by the interpreter to Brezhnev
Tcomparetive equality,® ensuring no unilateral

vantage to either side).

4.

e szid what was needed was a formula under whlch

~2., Zarrzimen

Zots sides would not feel the other was ahead -in nuclear v
verzcns. The Soviets enjoyed a throw-weight advantage,

nile the U.S5. had more warheads with greater accuracy.

=
rriman said he didn't want to get into details, but

rely point out that it would be easiexr now--i.e., in the )
xt year—--to achieve equivalence than at some later date.

16. FKarriman felt that it would he easier o reach
agreement if the facts werxe known on.each side. He noted CE;;”’
<hat the Pentggon_exaggcrahes’tnlngs, and the Soviet Union ~

for its own Part doesn't tell the whole story regarding
relative Gefense cdpabilities. At some point, matters

mast be taken out Qf the hands of experts and dealt with

cnr a political basis. Brezhnev commented that the Pentagon
exaggerated especially when it wanted budget appropriations.

17. Turning to Europe, Earriman said he thought further
Drogress coulé be made in this region too. CSCE was
important, and the reduction of forces was.especially
swgnificant in the mind of the U.S. public. Force
reduction would lead to great enthusiasm for improvement
of U.S.;§9yiet relations. ‘

8. In conclusion, Harriman said, he was gratified over
rade. He offered congratulations on the recent fertilizer
plant deal and said that if several more large contracts
couid be signed, this would go far to promote confidence.
This was especially true of contracts with the better-known
C.S. firms. -
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18. At this point, Brezhnev offered tea or coffee.

Berriman recalled an amusing story of Khrushchev's asking

a crowd in front of. the Palace of Congresses whether he

desexved the dinner that was given him after signing the & . . .
Limited Test Ban. Brezhnev said Harriman's work over the -

years Lhad earned him more .than a cup of tea.

rezhaev said he was delighted to meet Harriman, a

+ical figure of the U.S. He expressed
for the policy Harriman had always pursued s
USSR. It was not a casual remark he had made —
ew _H A ~his_policies. He felt this
was vexry important, particularly since both he and
n were of a generation that had witnessed great - \
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nts in the worléd, including World War II. The War has
not been forgotten, and now the post-war period has brought
hew risks in _the form of atomic weapons. All this has
erformous political 51gn1f1cance. Leaders of all states

are obliged to take this into account and. draw the proper
ccnclusions.

21. Brezhnev noted the role played in this period by
Roosevelt and by Harriman personally. The greatest fact
was that the U.S. and USSR had fought Fascism together. .
We all have bowed our heads before the graves of those
Soviet and American soldiers who died in World War II.
Brezinev recalled that he was in Murmansk a few years ago
anxé was told of the lives lost by U.S. navy men who helped
the USSR. He had bowed -his head at their graves. A good,
correct political conclusion ought to have been drawn from
the War, but instead the Cold War emerged after World

Wer IXI. This had cast people into the gloom of an arms
race, disputes, and mutual fear.

22 Brezhnev told a story of a conversation with his father
t¥at had made a great impression on him. His father had
asxed just before the war, at a time when Hitler was
overrunning Czechoslovakia and France, "What's the highest
mountain_in the-worldé?" Brezhnev had answered, "Everest.”

u
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And, his father continued, "What's the height of the
Eiffel Tower?" Brezhnev had told him, "About 300 meters."
His father, a steelworker, had said that blood was being
"spillied throughout Europe, and what should be done was

to erect a steel tower on top of Everest, build a scaffold
on it, and hang Hitler and a dozen othexrs for all the
world to see. Brezhnnev had considered this a fantasy at -
tne tire, but then the war began. And when it was over, .
tie K*:enuefc trials condemned the "warmongers" just as '
Srezhnev's father had suggested. Brezhnev said this .°
cozvu*;atio with his father had left an indelible o
izpression on him, on his policies, his ideology, his. \
psycholooy--indeed, hlS whole work and life. T

(

Moyxeover, on the front, Brezhnev had.-seen .too-much

ering. That was why he stood £6r peace, fox frlendship,
Zo¥"g60od relations among nations irrespective of their .

systems. He said it was Soviet policy to try to improve
relations with Western European countries and elsewhere, .
cut the United States was especially imoortant. He was e
heppy +that in this he an;oyeawthemconildence_of.the-whole A
party and neople. For a political leader, it was a

matter of great satisfaction when not only one's own people

but the peoples of the world supported one's policies.

0Z course, certain people didn't agree, and they intentionally

(Ii:'

)

distc.«id things. But the majority approve and support r
the peace policy. T S e - e .
24.° Brezhnev said he wanted to stress that it was one thing

to proclaim a policy, but it was something else to carry

it out well. It would not be immodest to say that he.-and
the entire CPSU Central Committee were worklng to implement
bte,pollcy, and their work had met with Some success.
Precisely in this -context Brezhnev v1ewed U.S.-Soviet relatlons.

-

(-

25. Brezhnev gave President Nixon and hls Administration
Qigh marks for realistically perceiving the world, for
verceiving the reality that existed at the moment ‘when the

resident came to Moscow.in 1972. Brezhnev aédmitted that
ne spoke about that moment with some emotion, since the N .
President had come_at--a—éifficult-time-during the course &% .
oi the Vle tnam Waﬁ. It had not been easy fgg,;he USSR to’

———— e .
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receive him at that time. But it was a moment when both
leaders had locked to the distant future, and had taken
& positive direction. They had decided to move from the
‘Cold Waxr to detente .and to gradually improve relations J Aﬁf’
between the two. great pow eyond thdt; ; they had y > -
acreed to gear their polla*és toward a-general easing of '
tensions in the world.
——
prcbiems faced by President Nixon at home could
frcm the significance of what was done in-
. 1873. History would give its due to these-events.
most Americans did not realize the 1moortance of
first few minutes of conversation with President Nixon
7%, which had had a decisive effect. The Presidefi®m=
sat xight where Harriman.was now-sitting, alone with
z“ncv eéxcept for-.the interpreter. The President had 1

-

' iyfﬁgg;z_g_ére loyal_to your system and .we_are
al xo ours. So let's put t this guestion aside and’bulld
gjgboc velata_onslup despmte this -difference in systems.
BreZinéV said "he had given the President bis hand in .
Friendship and had agreed. Ever since that time, Brezhnev

and the President had conducted their policies on that basis /&L

{
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and it would continue in the future. In brief, there
would be no_interference in one anpother's_internal affaixrs,
and—<he TWo countries would subscribe to Eeaceful~ggwglsLence.
2 whol@ sexies of political;and economic agreements had
BE“ “reached on Ehls "basis. . )/

}:

27. Brezhnev said he had been very satisfied when he returned
from Lashlngton 4in-1973. t seemed in his conversations
with Alerican officials, businessmen, Congressmen and othexs
that a :oad had been built toward friendship. The task

now was to widen his xroad to become a highway, to quicken
the pace of cooperation. The treaties signed were, of
course, important. And the people had widely supported the
two Summit meetings. All this gave new stimulus to forward
movenant.

28. Since then, Brezhnev had seen many nigh-level American
visitors to the Soviet Union. He had never begrudged the
time, nor had his colleagues. ' .

B e e T IR PR + oy e
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26. Brezhnev noted that the Soviet election .campaign
was drawing to a close. Al the “candidates for.membership 411\:p
in the “Supreme Sowiet had béen naklng speeches, ‘many of i} ~

which were devoted mainly to domestic goqls and .problems. ., . R
But every candidate had also spoken out in favor of the

péace policy, €specially go 1.8~ This

was not a fact to be overldoked: the-eandidates _had to~

aCdress peoplg_;“ all walks of life, of all natlonalltles.

5

e

30. 3rezihnev said ﬂgg_gynﬂe&ectlon_ﬁpeech would be delivered

i a .e 14, the last in the campaign series. He would speak
sout U.S.-Soviet relations, about the results of 1972 and

573, as well as the anticipated results of the 1974 forth-
COMing meetluc with President Nixon. He would speak of -
DEAC £xd iship,-noa~=interference, and the development of
rélations in the fields of culture, economics, scilence

and tourism. This would constitute the political platfoxm

for his election to the Supreme Soviet.

to congratulate Brezhnev on his re—election. Brezhnev
said it was too soon.

H
+

31. Earriman interrupted to -ask whether it was prematﬁrjﬂ L/// .-

32. Brezhnev Sald he wanted to mention a very specific
cuestion. He had seen many Americans in Moscow, and this

was a good sign for the future. - Among those had had

received were Shultz, Hammer and Kendall-~the latter just
vesterday. And now he was seelng Harriman. But it had

rede an especially deep impression on him to meet Sen. Kennedy.
The Senator had come to thls‘zggy,offld”““W1th his wife and
chiléren, and they had held a good, wide discussion. ;
Brezhnev said he had heen very frank with Xennedy. He had ..
concealed nothing. " And he was deeply impressed _by the
medting. NOt only was it udseful to talk politics with
Kennedy--and this had been a rather general discussion--it

was a pleasure to know him as a person. Political leaders
are, after all, human beings, .and it was in this sense that
Lennedy had magg:ﬁhe deepest impression. He was “sxmpatlchny,
a word which is admlutedly senulmental but has a certain
neaning. \
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33. Brezhnev said he had been pleased to learn that some ~—
of Kennedy's views coincided with his own genexral approaches

" to policies, —He had not disoussed the U.S. internal
situation or President Nixon's problems. 'He had been- - --2v-

interested to learn that Kennedy had been t

proposal for underground test ban, which
also favor€c. rad béen o discussion

gbetX his tossible candidacy in 1976~-Brezh
wanted to broach this subject since he felt

34. EHarrimsn =aid he thought Kennedy had n

he author of &
‘thé "Soviet Unio

with Kennedy
nev had not
it was

ot yet decided

whether to run, but the pressures to do so wduld be .
sufficlently great that he would probably decide affirmatively.

Srezhnev relterated.that he had not wanted
guestion to Kennedy. Harriman said he woul
answer any political question Brezhnev want
the U.S. . ‘

to put this
d be glad to
ed to ask about

35. Brezhnev said he might accept that offer a bit later.
Be then turned to a brief mention of MFN tariff treatment

for the USSR, saying that the Soviet Union
MPN bug_gggwedﬁghe present situation with

b ermar i - b =
Sy

36. Brezhnev alluded to the forthcoming wvi

had been promised
understanding.

sit-of President

Nixon. He recalled that he had kept in touch since the

1873 visit through Ambassador Dobrynin, the
CromyXo and others who had seen the Preside

State Department,
nt. Now the

Soviet Union was preparing for another Summit. He stressed
that all preparations were being directed toward reaching
new agreements, 1f possible of even greater significance

than in previous years. The most difficult

et e

question was, of course,.SALT.
—-—_.."___._'__.-—-—"—"—-—’—-“-.‘M

.and_complex /477

[ ?7. ?;ezhnev said that when the first SALT agreement had
Deen ciscussed with President Nixon, at the stage when they

Pegan Lo alsowee numbers he had told the Pr
gountr%es had adequate national means of ve
~etermine with great precision the defense
‘he other side. Hence it was possible-to b

% eqguality for both sides. .

esident that both
rification to
capability of

ase an agreement

i o VS

inapprosriate for him to get involved in U.S. internal affairs.

=y
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38. Unfortunately, Brezhnev continued, some people in the
U.S. had tried to distort the agreement and hdd accused

the Administration of having been tricked. What was the

' purpose of this propaganda’ ‘Brezhnev did not kﬁdw;~but o
it did not help in reachlng new agreements. t-raised

. Goubts among people in the U.S. that perhaps the USSR ;
reaily hes stronger defenses than_the U.S. In fact, the .-~
U.s. eq*Qx__ﬁﬂgg;ia&n_adyantage which has not been taken
"into account. The first SALT agreement applied ‘only to
armanents located on the territories of the two signatories.
It &id not h_ng about forward—based sSystems. Nevertheless,

the USSR had agreed to ity T~

28. Brezhnev felt that in the frank discussions he would
be having with President Nixon it would certainly be
possible to f£ind the strength and the will to reach
mutually acceptable formulas for equality. Perhaps if
more time is needed, there could be a special provision
or reservation on this guestion (i.e., gpparently on .
FBS--CWK).

40. It was important now to think in terms of xeductions, <£é:f
gggagggy_lém;tatlons. If this is not done, the only -,
teérnative is .a continuing_arms race. In this respect, . J

statements by’Eﬁéﬂﬁngzgaﬁgare out of place. Saying.that

the Uﬂgk,must be _strongex.ito.preserve _the- peaceﬁonly misleads /, -
the public, and agreement is scarcely possible using “such

a formula. It will just lead to further disagreement.

41. Nevertheless, Brezhnev said, the Soviet Union believes
that relations are developing well with the U.S., regardless
of opposition in some circles. Economic and trade relations
are good, plants are being built, there is an enormous
construction project on the Volga, and trade turnover is now
20 billion. (sic). There were deals pending for forestry
resources, chemicals and tourists—--i.e., the construction / v

-----

of ESurist hotels. Gradually the climate was improving in
the economic sphere.

42. Brezhnev observed that the internal struggle in the

U.S. was obviously getting more acute, but the USSR was ‘
optimistic. Realism must and would triumph in the end.
(CWK Note=--not clear whether.the foregoing refers to
economics or broader. questions).



-11-

43. Concerning the Middle Easi, Brezhnev said it was

: unifortunate that there was a problem there,.but it was
-too late to do anything about that. What was importantf’
is that the U.S. and USSR had acted in a way that
permitted the achﬁevamen "of a ceaseflre and ‘gradual
movement toward a peace s&8ttlenent. That was a great
- accomplishment, done jointly under the appropriate UN
resolutions. Brezhnev said Syrian disengagement now
seened closc( following d;gggggggﬂ;gg_}nﬂEgypt., He .

said he hzd to admit that many daifficulties lay aheéad in

the n_dale Bast, but i1f tbe U S and USSR were able jointly /.-

2Z, Solution of the problem would require time, especially

the Palestini oblem. Brezhnev said he_could.not say

how tO solve the Palestinian_ guestion. The USSR had no
understandings - with the Palestinians. To a certain extent,éﬁ,/
there was anarchism among_them, and the USSR.could not’ -
.support that.He é%pected he would discuss this guestion

with President Nixon.

needed was guarantees for the sovereign existence and

. .security of all states. With regard to Isrydel, the USSR
had signed the document creating the State of Israel.
Nevertheless, if the U.S. and USSR found it possible to
end the Vietnam War, they should be able to foster a
settlement—in-the Middle East. Time would be needed to
achieve this. OF course, the final settlement would have
to be reached between the Arabs and Israel. The USSR did
not place any obstacles in the way of Kissinger's efforts.
Gromyko's trips to Syria were simply for the purpose of
erengbheﬁing the general tendency. At the same time, )
there is no peint. to_anyone patting-kimself on the back Lo
regarding the.Middle - East. Everyone must approach the
guestion with sexiousness.

45. BAs for other aspects of the Middle East, what was .

46. Brezhnev said Soviet interests in the Middle East are
gtraightforward. THe USSR had no other interest but peace

in a region located close to its own borders. It had no !
need Ior Middle Eastern oil or other resources. In fact,

~
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the Arab coun -ries-were always asking for Soviet aid.’

Brezhnev mentidned the new Israeli govarnment with

Rapin as Premier. He said he couldn't predict what _
- p051t10ns Rabin would take, but the very fact of his -
. " coming to power was testimony to- the-fact that realism -~ . “i7ie0-
' was f0$gln0 ahead. : : T TiEST

e

- 47. Brezhnev turned to the "Jewish question," which he
S31C was somethug artificially blown out of proportion
v the U S. In point of fact, there was no such-question ]
within the USSR. Brezhnev had said publicly and ! -
cZZicially that the USSR:would permit all those who wished - Zi -
begggigggze to do so~=to IstEI'_EEE“ﬁagf‘br where&arﬂthey -
wiSned. This appliéd except -in cases of persons in i
secur Lty occupations, as_provided by Soviet law. Brezhnev
szid he was keep;n g.watch over this question, and there
were fewer exit applicatidns recently. He said he expected
tHISTrénd to continue and grow more prohounced. He was
sure the vhole' question would evaporate in-the near .future,
since there would be no reason for it. One should not- seek

_to pursue an entire policy just for the sake of one or two
namas. Although there had been a time vhen—the—2&rdBbs .
oojeCteQ to emigration -of--able-bodied men to Israel, and had

. asked for a temporary halt, that perﬂ;q_@____m__ggw_.onex._. ~— T

48. Brezhnev repeated that he expected to discuss the whole
Midéle East question with President Nixon at the Summit;

he believed the President wanted a peaceful settlement. It
was naraly popular or possible to sustain a policy based.on
selzure of territory, not to mention that it was contrary
tS‘%hg/ﬂLﬁQﬁg;ter. That policy has been an obstacle, but
now some mutual concessions might be achieved, depending

on the two sides. -

49, On European securlty, Brezhnev said the USSR had proposed

& set oX principles for the European Security Conference

{CSCE) which could not have beéen more noble. fThey émbodied ;:i--

baace, inviolability of frontiers, non-interference, ~good- ~ '
hborly relations, trade, nation¥lSovereignty . and non~use

o; force-or thredt of force. He said the Soviet Union

weltomed the support of the U.S. Administration for CSCE. He

wanted to see CSCE successfully concluded at the highest level. )

People expected no less. Those who sought to raise obstacles

were doing so artificially. There was no alternatlve except

a reversion to enmity and mlstrust. -

. . e —
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50. rezhnev pointed out that the agreements concluded

~ with the U.S. had not been reached at the expense of

' either country's partners. The same principle could aoply

in CSCE. Every country should have good relations wmth- R e

every other country--for example, friendship between * :

“the U.S. ané Caznada. One could only conclude that there

"are forces which want to see a return of the Cold War,

z reneswal of .tensions and a revival of fear. For this

:ea: n, Brezhnev valued the Nixon Administration's position
. CeCEZ--to sign an agreement on the highest level’ in

_c réar to reach positive results. .

1. DBrezhnev nhllosophlzed that detente is not easy. It
is a struggle wacea_wlthou;Hg;ms”””ﬁﬁﬁ-féﬁllsm is breaking 7
througnh, That makes us increasingly optimistic. One
needs patience, and one must move step by step. But the .
USSR will do everything it can in that directidh. Brezhnev
salid he felt the Nixon visit would help, that discussion
of these guestions would give new 1mpetus to events in-
Europe and the entire world. .
52. Brezhnev said he had an understanding with President
Nixon about annual meetings. He assumed the President . .
would adhere to -this, and if it was not too premature,. .
he could mention- that he would be comingrio the U.S. in
1575. He said he .would come with good will. The election
carpaign would already be in progress, and that would be
cormplicated since Brezhnev could not interfere. Aleksandrov
noted that the elections were not duwe until 1976, but of
course their influence would already be felt in 1975.
Brezknev said he would be unabhle to say whom he favored even
if Harriman should ask. Harriman advised him to come and
campaign for the right man. Brezhnev said the whole
250 million people of the USSR would vote for the man who
favored impx ovement of U.S.-Soviet relations.
53. Harriman said Brezhnev could best promote this goal in
the U.S8. by continuing to make progress along the lines he
nad charted with President Nixon. Brezhnev said he would
do his best. Harriman thanked Brezhnev for his explanations,
which he kelieved would help him to join Brezhnev in the ‘
cause of detente; which Brezhnev had described as a struggle
without arms. Ee said he still had some 1nfluence--he was
not entirely decreplt. . A .
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54. Brezhnev sai@ he wanted to stress that he would not
ignore the advice and recommendations Harriman had .
presented. Harriman said he felt it important to make A

frust. Certaif veople in Ehé U.S.-—honest iien--see dangers

from the USSR. Othars, of course, have their own reasons

for pursuing such a policy. But our soldiers, our

scientists in the Pentagon are honest, and their fears - ‘.

5

must be overcome by further concrete agreements and by

wroviding rmore information to people. . The public must+have
the TZots SO THAt no one can exaggerate the.fears and
COnBCEXaS. g . S

55. Harriman added that he was appreciative of  the fact

+hat the USSR had seen fit to overlook some of the _ .
differences on Vietnam in receiving President Nixon in 1972. .
Ze also expressed his gratitude for the progress made in the-
acreemenis concluded by Brezhnev and the President. He'

hoped Brezhnev would have the wisdom to overlook some of

today's differences. Then-it would be possible to take

some real steps to eliminate fears and increase confidence.

‘Bo:h Nixon and Brezhnev must set aside the advice of soldiers

and experts at some point and reach agreement on the political
level with respect to nuclear armaments. _.. - '

56. Harriman recalled that Brezhnev had spoken of eventual 4
reductions. in.-addition-to limitations of arms. He wondered - .
iF T¥ wouird not be possible to begin reducing now, starting .-

with some of the most fear-evoking weapons such as the

heavy SS-9 missile. Couldn't the USSR eliminate a few of

these to point the way? Harriman said he knew that this

would have an enormous impact on people who seriously want

to overcome the fears. oo

57. In addition, it would be helpful to-have a reduction

of forces in Europe--perhaps 10 per cent. This would be

oi great significance in the eyes of ‘the American people.

58. Brezhnev agreed with the latter idea, claiming it as his

own proposal. He had suggested reducing by 5. per cent, then o
waiting to see how things went, and taking another step. ST
of 5 per ‘cent or so. However, people had distorted this-® .
proposal. He had first suggested it to Pompidou, and then .

to Nixon and Brandt. But the military had begun demanding . ‘
"balanced" reductions,.which amounted to asking for unilateral
advantages. Brezhnev agreed that a political approach _ R
was needed. . © .o y
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59. EHarriman said he was talking abouc a percentage’ :

reduction of U.S. and Soviet force--not those of the Warsaw

Pact and the Vlestern Europeans. . '
- LY

60. " Harriman asked whether Brezhnev had any furthex
guestions. He added that he would continue to support
" U.8.~Soviet agreements, and wished Brezhnev success in
- the further pursuit of detente.
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rezhnev said he smmply wanted fo thank Harriman for

o “the Soviet Union and for coming to talk about

ant cuestions. Ee said he valued Harriman's

uence and his efforts to make detente irreversible.

krew this conversation would remain in his memory foxr

a2 long time. He wished Harriman many more years of fruitful

political activity.. Ee asked Harriman to cohvey regards to

the President if he should see him, and to say that Brezhnev .
was locking forward to their meeting. He would try to reach

gcod decisions' at that time. :
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.62, rezhnev also askcd to be rememnered to Sen. Kennedy,
whose visit remained fresh in Brezhnev's memory.

63. Harriman replied that he would continuve to work to the .
objectives he had been talking about. Zsswys not sure he ' )
would see the President, but he expected to see Henry .

Kissinger, an old friend, and would ask Kissinger to convey

regards to the President. Harriman asked how to handle the

vress, and Brezhnev said the meeting was certainly not a

secret one. At this point Aleksandrov handed the interpreter

a typed press release, somewhat amended in pen and ink.

It should be noted that Aleksandrov passed three or four

notes to Brezhnev during his long statement. Brezhnev

appeared to prefer that Harriman take the lead in outlining

what he had in mind, and then proceeded to make his own

lengthy statement in response.
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64. [The relezase as issued]:

A, "On June 4, General Secretary of the Central
Committee of the CPSU L. I. Brezhnev received in = =
the Xremlin the prominent American political and
public figure A. Harriman.

E. “In +he course of the meeting there were discussed
. cuestions of relations between the USSR and USA in
‘various fields, as well as ‘some problems of the
current international situation: '

C. "L. TI. Brezhnev emphasized that improvement of
relations between the two countries meets the interests
of the Soviet .and American peoples and serves the
cause of international detente.and strengthening peace.

D. “A. Harriman for his part spoke in favor of
developing relations between the USA and USSR of peace
and businesslike, mutually advantageous cooperation.

E. "The meeting took place in an- atmosphere of good will
and of a constructive approach to the questions discussed.
Taking part in the meeting was Assigtant to the General
Secretary of the CC of the CPSU A. i. Aleksandrov."

indicated that he had something to tell Harriman informally. /J j
e was proud to say he had just become a grandfather for the -
third time. (CWK Note: As far as the Embassy is aggre,””/ y, Lb“ﬁf
rezhnev had one great—grandchild in June 1973.) ~He continued { 2
to talk about his grandchildren and Harriman's, reaching the
point where there were tears in his eyes when he spoke about
“heir futures and the need for peace. Harriman said he hop
they would grow up to be not only good citizens of their o
country, but good friends as well. As Harriman was departing,

rezhnev showed him a photo he had received a few months a907
of a young Brezhnev marching in the Victory Day parade in

Moscow in 1945. He promised to send Harriman an autographed "p&ﬁa \!
A e

coRy- ' ‘,;{uhs‘“\ A
66. Harriman szid to Brezhnev that this did not appear to be
+alin's office, to which he agreed. Aleksandrov told Kamman
apon Geparture that Brezhnev's office had been fitted out
relatively recently, and did not exist in the time of Stalin.
e thought the office on the floor below, now used by Kosygin,
was the ones previously used by Stalin.

65. The formal meeting ended at this ﬁﬁint, but Brezhnev LA .
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